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Co-workers praise Pruiett's efficiency, friendly ways
By Bobbie Foust
Herald Ledger Staff
Longtime Eddyville City Clerk Pam Pruiett, 45, has lost her fight with cancer. She had battled the disease since last December when she was diagnosed.  She first underwent chemotherapy, but continued her duties at city hall until March 8. She had been under the care of her husband, Shane, and her parents, Harold and Faye Henderson, in her parents Kuttawa home since undergoing surgery. She died there shortly after 10 a.m. Sunday.
Pruiett had been a city employee since Feb. 18, 1991, said Mayor Judi Stone.  “Pam knew everybody in town and knew where everybody lived, so it was really a big help to have someone who had that familiarity with the entire city,” Stone said. “Everyone knew Pam, and she probably touched everyone’s life in some way. Typically when people come in to pay their water bill, they will visit for a while.” 
“Mr. (Irvin) Gilson was city clerk when she came to work, and he trained her. Then when he retired, she became city clerk,” Stone said.  Pruiett’s desire to do the best job possible prompted her to work toward becoming a certified municipal clerk, and in July of 2005, she completed the required training and received her designation as a Certified Kentucky Municipal Clerk.  “So that was an accomplishment for her,” Stone said.  Stone said Pruiett’s knowledge of the community helped her when she came into office more than four years ago.  “It was nice to have someone who was familiar with everything and knew the history, so that was a big benefit to me,” Stone said. 
City Councilwoman and former deputy city clerk India Hyde called Pruiett “a wonderful person to work with.”  “She was kind; she was my best friend, and she was the same age as my daughter,” Hyde said.  Hyde recalled Pruiett’s exceptional memory and her involvement in bettering the city.  “If Pam was told something or read it, she remembered it,” Hyde said. “She was always after something for the children and she was a big promoter of Founder’s Day. ... All the workers thought the world of her.  “She wore so many hats; she was on the Rolling Hills Cemetery Committee; she always wanted to do anything she could, but she wanted to be in the background. She didn’t want to be out front,” Hyde said.
Hyde recalled one incident in which a city employee’s child needed a medical device but the insurance company said it wouldn’t pay for it. Pruiett began negotiating with the insurance company and in the end, the company paid for the item the child needed.
Street Superintendent John Choat said the city already misses Pruiett.  “She was a very dedicated employee, and lived for the city,” he said. “Founder’s Day was a stressful time for all of us, but Pam made it less. Pam was my go to person. She was a very dear friend of mine.  “I’ve been working for the public for 22 years, and she was the most dedicated public servant I’ve ever seen, and I’ve worked with a lot of them.”  Not only was Pruiett a very knowledgeable and efficient city clerk, “she cared,” Choat said. “It was a pleasure to work with her. I’m really going to miss her.”
Water Plant Superintendent George Crady also recalled Pruiett’s attention to detail.  “Pam was an efficient, dedicated employee who handled her job in a professional manner,” Crady said. “She made sure she critiqued all correspondence from the city to ensure that there were no mistakes in spelling or grammar, seeking to choose just the right wording.  “She was friendly with the public and yet firm in her convictions that the office transactions be handled courteously and professionally,” he said. “She was an extremely hard worker, meeting challenges head-on, whether it be in the painting of an office or planting shrubbery in the park.  “Because her efficiency, determination, and dedication, the city of Eddyville is a better place to live,” Crady said.
Besides her husband and parents, she leaves two daughters and a son: Ashley Smith of Eddyville, Kelly Pruiett of Princeton, and Zachary Pruiett of Eddyville. She also leaves a brother, Randal Henderson, of Cardova, Tenn., and a granddaughter, Ari Smith, of Eddyville.
